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An exploration into the geography, history, archaeology and anthropology of the Near East from

pre-history to 330 BC. Coverage includes early farming, the move towards civilization, the urban

explosion, warring states, trade, international empires and conquerors from East and West.
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This atlas covers the historical development of the ancient Near East (with an emphasis on ancient

Mesopotamia) from Paleolithic times to the conquest of the Persian empire by Alexander the Great.

Michael Roaf does an excellent job of illustrating the book with color photos of artifacts, stone

inscriptions, and maps that reinforce the discussion in the text. At appropriate points in the book,

special features are included that focus on specific archaelogical sites around the Middle East as

well as on significant cultural and scientific developments that occurred.The main part of the book is

223 pages long, of which approximately half is devoted to photos, maps, and features. However,

this is not simply a picture book; the atlas also includes a historical narrative that I found to be quite

engaging and accessible for a general reader like myself. Additionally, besides being a good

introduction to ancient Mesopotamia, this atlas provides a wealth of archaelogical data that may

serve as a good reference for those who are undergoing more advanced reading. Examples of such

data include the layout of existing ruins, geographical distributions of archaelogical finds, and a

gazetteer that provides the coordinates of ancient sites in the Middle East.On the negative side, I

found that the index often provided faulty page references to subjects and a few typos can be found



throughout the text. Nevetheless, these blemishes do not take away from the book's main goal of

providing an illustrated introduction to ancient Mesopotamia for the general reader.I understand that

Checkmark Books (who published this atlas in 1990) has recently published a new book entitled

"The Historical Atlas of Ancient Mesopotamia" by Norman Hunt.
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